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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Ethel Mildmay s Follies: A Story A Deep cloudless sky,
and a shining sea beneath; bold mountains all around, deluged in a wonderful glow, with here and there a
snowy peak glistening in the distance; a white town sparkling like a jewel in the case; brightness everywhere,
shadow nowhere; sunshine, warmth, and intense color; the song of birds, and the perfume of flowers. And yet it
is mid-winter, but winter in Nice, with the Mediterranean breaking in opal waves upon the beach, and the
southern sun laughing January to scorn, and the great Alps calmly looking on. It was the afternoon; and all the
world had breakfasted, and dressed itself, and was now sauntering up and down the celebrated Promenade des
Anglais, - a gayly-colored, joyous procession, chattering noisily in various tongues; and looking on, and gayly
commenting upon the lively panorama, were two men, sitting a little apart, and shading themselves from the
scorching sun with the friendly assistance of an enormous white umbrella lined with green. They were
Frenchmen; and, of course, they were diverting themselves at their neighbors expense, - diverting themselves
with redoubled vigor and enjoyment when the victim of the moment happened to be an Englishman, the
Frenchman s legitimate butt. Nothing, indeed, escaped this sharp-eyed, keen-witted pair; not the burly
paterfamilias with his hands clasping his pockets, as though scenting thieves in the sunny air, and with irascible
curses about his mouth, and suspicious gleams in his eyes, - sure tokens of daily tussles with swindling hotel-
keepers and dishonest couriers; not the irreproachably got up swell tourist, calmly stalking along with a serene,
ineffable expression of self-content and superiority;...
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