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.training that all of our consciences receive; and Poe did not fit
into this conception. I have come, however, to see the limitations
of that view, and to behold something very admirable and
strange and wonderful in this proud, gifted man, who loved
beauty and mystery, who had such genius for feeling the pain of
life and the wonder of it, who grasped so vainly at its peace and
calm, and who suffered, one feels, a thousand deaths under its
disciplines and conventions. To me the glory of Poe as a man is
that, though whipped and scourged by human frailties, he was
able to keep his heart and vision unstained and to hold true to
the finest thing in him, so that out of this fidelity to his very best
there issued immortal work. World poets like world conquerors
are very rare. Not many...
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