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FORMS OF MENTAL DISORDER. The following is the classification
adopted: States of Insanity. A. Depression: Melancholia--simple,
acute, chronic. B. Excitement and exaltation: Mania -- simple,
acute, chronic; also recurrent forms and alternating insanity. C.
Delirium. D. Stupor. E. Confusion. F. Chronic delusion: (a) Fixed;
(b) progressive. G. Mental enfeeblement. Kinds or Varieties of
Insanity, A. General paralysis. B. Insanity from brain lesion. C.
epilepsy. D. alcohol. K. connected with childbirth. F. during
adolescence. G. of old age. H. Idiocy and other forms of
congenital defect. Examination of Patients. A few words are
necessary as to getting at the mental condition of patients.
Nurses are always in difficulties at first how to observe, and then
how to describe, what they learn about those under their care. A
table such as the following may be helpful, and assist in making
a report if it should...
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