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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1861 edition. Excerpt: the owl, who hated the glare and bustle of crowded streets,
halted without the gate, and took up his quarters in a hollow tree. The prince entered the gate, and readily
found the magic tower, which rose above the houses of the city, as a palm-tree 218 THE CABALISTIC EATEN.
rises above the shrubs of the desert; it was in fact the same tower standing at the present day, and known as the
Giralda, the famous Moorish tower of Seville. The prince ascended by a great winding staircase to the summit
of the tower, where he found the cabalistic raven, an old, mysterious, gray-headed bird, ragged in feather, with
a film over one eye that gave him the glare of a spectre. He was perched on one leg, with his head turned on
one side, poring with his remaining eye on a diagram described on the pavement. The prince approached him
with the awe and reverence naturally inspired by his venerable appearance and supernatural wisdom. Pardon
me, most ancient and darkly wise raven, exclaimed he, if for a moment I interrupt those studies which are the
wonder of the world. You behold before you a votary of love, who would fain seek your counsel how to obtain
the object of his passion. In other words, said the raven, with a significant look, you seek to try my skill in
palmistry. Come, show me your hand, and let me decipher the mysterious lines of fortune....
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