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Lake: An Episode in Camp Algernon Henry Blackwood, CBE (14 March 1869 10 December 1951) was an English
short story writer and novelist, one of the most prolific writers of ghost stories in the history of the genre. He
was also a journalist and a broadcasting narrator. S. T. Joshi has stated that his work is more consistently
meritorious than any weird writers except Dunsanys and that his short story collection Incredible Adventures
(1914) may be the premier weird collection of this or any other century. Blackwood was born in Shooters Hill
(today part of south-east London, but then part of northwest Kent) and educated at Wellington College. His
father was a Post Office administrator who, according to Peter Penzoldt, though not devoid of genuine good-
heartedness, had appallingly narrow religious ideas. Blackwood had a varied career, working as a dairy farmer
in Canada, operating a hotel, as a newspaper reporter in New York City, bartender, model, journalist for the
New York Times, private secretary, businessman, and violin teacher. Throughout his adult life, he was an
occasional essayist for various periodicals. In his late thirties, he moved back to England and started to write
stories of the supernatural. He was very successful, writing at...
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